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Please Join the Committee to Protect Journalists for a Discussion

Marking 25 Years of Press Freedom Advocacy

Fighting Impunity: Seeking Justice for Murdered Journalists

Panel at Columbia University’s Graduate School of Journalism

Lecture Hall, 3rd Floor of Journalism Building

(Enter at 116th and Broadway)

Thursday, September 28, 7:30 – 9 p.m.

Participants include:

· Judea Pearl, father of slain Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl, who has pressured American and Pakistani authorities for information and justice since his son was murdered in 2002. He has extensively researched international legal standards and journalist protection, and he is working on a proposal to designate attacks on journalists as violations of international law. 

· Ukrainian journalist Myroslava Gongadze, who has campaigned tirelessly for justice in the 2000 murder of her husband, Internet editor Georgy Gongadze. She won a landmark negligence ruling against the Ukrainian government from the European Court of Human Rights in November 2005. 

· Philippine investigative journalist and press freedom activist Sheila Coronel, who helped spearhead efforts that brought to justice the murderer of radio broadcaster Edgar Damalerio last year. She is teaching investigative journalism at Columbia’s journalism school this fall. 

· Bob Rivard, executive vice-president and editor of the San Antonio Express-News, who is the author of Trail of Feathers, a 2005 account of his search for justice in the killing of reporter Philip True, who disappeared in Mexico in 1998. 

Clarence Page, Pulitzer-Prize winning Chicago Tribune syndicated columnist and CPJ board member, will moderate.

Throughout CPJ’s 25 years, impunity in journalist murders has been a top issue. The failure of justice is one of the most urgent threats facing journalists worldwide and is a deterrent to the free flow of information. In 85 percent of journalist slayings, CPJ has found, the killers and masterminds have gone unpunished.

International pressure can have an impact. The conviction of even one killer can change the tone in countries such as Mexico and the Philippines, CPJ research shows. 

The panel will explore the challenges confronting families and colleagues of murdered journalists around the world. It is intended to highlight successes and challenges, to describe the lessons that have been learned about legal systems worldwide; and to advise how those lessons can be applied to other cases.

If you are interested in attending, please respond to Maya Taal by September 21 at (212) 465 9344 ext. 107 or mtaal@cpj.org.

